	Subject: Language Arts

Novel Study, Starry River of the Night by Grace Lin


	Weekly Objectives:

5.2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 

5.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

5.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes.  

5.5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem

· 5.9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics.

	Essential Questions
	· How do readers support conclusions using evidence from the text? 

· How does an author’s use of language affect the overall understanding of a text?

· How do writers use and convey information through writing?

	CCSS:     R.L.5.1,R.L.5.2, R.L.5.3, R.L.5.4, R.L.5.5, R.L.5.9, W.5.4., W.5.5, L.5.2, L.5.4

WIDA: Standard 2: Domain: READING — process, interpret, and evaluate written language, symbols, and text with understanding and fluency Level 2, 3, 4, 5


	Day 1: Introduction

	Comprehension 
	Word Knowledge 

	Introduction of SRS

1) Begin with Six Suns Class Read Aloud: https://www.dropbox.com/s/6o5gkdjgglhu6mv/sros_activity_game.pdf?dl=0 

A) Need: 6 large yellow circles, arrow (paper towel roll and rice inside)

B) Face paint/crayon or just paper to be taped to forehead

C) Cue Cards for students to read

D) Large Blue Sheet or blanket

2) Watch Book Trailer: http://www.gracelin.com/content.php?page=starryriver 

3) Building Background: Create a Schema Sketch to Learn about Story Setting

A)  Starry River of the Sky is a fantasy story, but it takes place in China. To help students understand the setting, ask students to think about what they already know about China, and then create a “schema sketch.” A schema sketch is a drawing that allows students to show what they already know. Share pictures or other stories about China. As students expand their knowledge, have them add to their sketch using different colors. This will be in their Daily Journal

B) At end of Book:  After reading Starry River of the Sky, ask students to create a new sketch or add to their original sketch in a brand new color. Was the setting similar to what they predicted? What was the same? What was different?
	Vocabulary:/Spelling: 

1) Introduce Vocabulary/Spelling  words for chapters 1-8

Stifling, Noxious, Vat, Relentless, Forlorn, Vigorously, Serene, Lychees, Refrained, Reveled, Vaguely, Waned, Enraged

2) Write each word 3x each

Cell Words:

Review Cell Words continue

1) vis-“to see” (vision, evidence) Latin

2) vid- “see” (video, evidence, provide, providence) Latin

3) jur-/juris- “judge, oath, law” (jury, jurisdiction) Latin

4) –log/-logue “word” ( prologue, apology, dialogue, eulogy, monologue) Greek

5) path- “feeling, suffering, disease ” (apathetic, pathology) Greek

· SW write 5 examples for each, 5 pictures, and 5 definitions 
DI Low: Students will be given one example and definition

	Writing and Grammar

	Blog/Discuss:
This book was written after WMMM, but it is supposed to be a prequel to WMMM. How do you think the two books will connect?


	Day 2: Ch 1-4

	Comprehension 
	Word Knowledge 

	SRS Chapters 1-4
1) Read Chapters 1-4 in partner, individual or with audio on tablet/as class
2) Stop to check for understanding with guided reading questions: 

Chapter 1

-What does the stowaway, Rendi, realize is missing? What specific details help him draw this conclusion? P. 1

-Why did the merchant tell the innkeeper he should buy a gang of wine? P. 2-3

-Why didn’t the innkeeper want to buy a gang of wine? How much wine did the innkeeper need? P.3

-How did the merchant react to Rendi? P 4-6 

                                   Chapter 2

-What did the inn keeper want to use Rendi for? How did Rendi feel about his new job?  P. 8

-What is Master Chao’s daughter’s name? What symbol did he write on her forehead? Why? P. 9-10

-How do Peiyi and Rendi feel about each other? Explain your answer using evidence from the book. P. 10-12

                                   Chapter 3

-Describe the “Stone Pancake.” P. 13

-What did the Village of Clear Sky used to be called? How did Rendi react to the small village and inn? P. 13

-Why did Peiyi’s great-grandfather want to move the mountain? P. 15

-How did Peiyi’s great-grandfather work to move the mountain? P. 16

-How did the mountain eventually move? P. 17

                              Chapter 4

-Rendi seems to be more than a simple chore boy. What clues help you infer this? P. 20

-What type of relationship do you think Rendi and Peiyi will have? Explain your reasoning. 

3) Work on Daily Journal  for Ch 1-4
	Vocabulary: 
 Stifling, Noxious, Vat, Relentless, Forlorn, Vigorously, Serene, Lychees, Refrained, Reveled, Vaguely, Waned, Enraged
1) Students will create com-phone for each word and include synonym, sentence,  and picture

2) Word Search 3 Different levels of difficulty

Cell Words:

Review Cell Words continue

1) vis-“to see” (vision, evidence) Latin

2) vid- “see” (video, evidence, provide, providence) Latin

3) jur-/juris- “judge, oath, law” (jury, jurisdiction) Latin

4) –log/-logue “word” ( prologue, apology, dialogue, eulogy, monologue) Greek

5) path- “feeling, suffering, disease ” (apathetic, pathology) Greek

· SW write 5 examples for each, 5 pictures, and 5 definitions 
DI Low: Students will be given one example and definition

	Writing  and Grammar

	Blog/Discuss
What does the stowaway, Rendi, realize is missing? What specific details help him draw this conclusion?
Mental Images

Draw and color a scene from each chapter and write a sentence describing that scene


	Day 3: Ch 5-8

	Comprehension 
	Word Knowledge 

	SRS Chapters 5-8
1) Read Chapters 5-8 in partner, individual or with audio on tablet/as class
2) Stop to check for understanding with guided reading questions: 
                         Chapter 5

-Peiyi and Rendi are intrigued by their new guest. What is she like? What impression does she leave on Peiyi and Rendi? P. 25

-What happened when six suns appeared in the sky? P. 27

-In “The Story of the Six Suns,” who do you think shows heroism? Is it WangYi or his wife? Why do you think this?

-Why is there only one sun now? P. 29

                       Chapter 6

-Who did Master Chao fight with every day? P. 31

-How did MeiLan and Jiming become friends? P. 37-38

-Why is the jade bracelet so special to her? What does MeiLan say will not happen without her bracelet? P. 35-36

-Why did Meilan and Peiyi become alarmed when Master Chao was calling out for Peiyi? P.39

                   Chapter 7

-What was the ironic thing about Widow Yan’s tofu? P. 40

-Why was Rendi surprised by the way Madame Chang treated Mr. Shan?

-What is the lesson behind “The Story of the Rooster’s Song?” Why does Madame Chang tell this story? P. 43-45

                 Chapter 8

-Why is it difficult for Rendi to sleep at night? P. 47

-How do the stories Madame Chang tell make Rendi feel? P. 48

-Why does Peiyi become angry with Rendi? What does she say to him that makes him think about leaving the inn? P. 49

3) Work on Daily Journal for Ch 5-8
	Vocabulary: 
 Stifling, Noxious, Vat, Relentless, Forlorn, Vigorously, Serene, Lychees, Refrained, Reveled, Vaguely, Waned, Enraged
1) Students will create com-phone for each word and include synonym, sentence,  and picture

2) Crossword  3 Different levels of difficulty

Cell Words:

Review Cell Words continue

1) vis-“to see” (vision, evidence) Latin

2) vid- “see” (video, evidence, provide, providence) Latin

3) jur-/juris- “judge, oath, law” (jury, jurisdiction) Latin

4) –log/-logue “word” ( prologue, apology, dialogue, eulogy, monologue) Greek

5) path- “feeling, suffering, disease ” (apathetic, pathology) Greek

· SW write 5 examples for each, 5 pictures, and 5 definitions 
DI Low: Students will be given one example and definition

	Writing and Grammar

	Blog/Discuss

In “The Story of the Six Suns,” who do you think shows heroism? Is it WangYi or his wife? Why do you think this? 
Mental Images

Draw and color a scene from each chapter and write a sentence describing that scene


	Day 4: Quizzes/ Project

	Comprehension
	Word Knowledge 

	SRS Chapters 1-8 Quiz and Project
1) Complete Chapters 1-8 Quiz including Vocabulary

2) The Noxious Toad: A Lantern Craft Activity The book features many of the moon myths and symbols that are celebrated at Mid-Autumn Moon Festival–a festival that is lit by paper lanterns.  As toads make appearances at many points in the book (both symbolizing the moon and other elements of the story), we designed a paper lantern craft that glows like a noxious toad!

A) http://www.gracelin.com/media/press/srots_activity_lantern.pdf 

B) https://www.flickr.com/photos/curiouscity/8029701978/in/set-72157631635672973/lightbox/ 

3) Read Ch 9 for HW 

4) Complete Daily Journal for HW on Ch 9
	Spelling/ Vocabulary: 
 Stifling, Noxious, Vat, Relentless, Forlorn, Vigorously, Serene, Lychees, Refrained, Reveled, Vaguely, Waned, Enraged
1) Quiz on Chapters 1-8 words
2) Spelling Test on Ch -8 Words
3) Introduce Vocabulary/Spelling  words for chapters 9-15
Pendulums, frequent, sentiment, convey, virtuous, Captive, translucent, plaintive, mesmerized, intricately, profusely,, whim, revulsion

4) Write each word 3x each in Rainbow
Cell Words:

Review Cell Words continue

1) vis-“to see” (vision, evidence) Latin

2) vid- “see” (video, evidence, provide, providence) Latin

3) jur-/juris- “judge, oath, law” (jury, jurisdiction) Latin

4) –log/-logue “word” ( prologue, apology, dialogue, eulogy, monologue) Greek

5) path- “feeling, suffering, disease ” (apathetic, pathology) Greek

SW write 5 examples for each, 5 pictures, and 5 definitions 
DI Low: Students will be given one example and definition

	 Writing and Grammar

	Blog/Discuss

How did MeiLan and Jiming become  friends? Why is the jade bracelet so special  to her? What does MeiLan say will not  happen without her bracelet?

Mental Images

Draw and color a scene from each chapter and write a sentence describing that scene 


	Day 5: Ch 9-12

	Comprehension
	Word Knowledge 

	SRS Chapters 9-12
1) Read Chapters 9-12 in partner, individual or with audio on tablet/as class
2) Stop to check for understanding with guided reading questions:
                                                        Chapter 9

-How does Rendi feel about the toad at first? How do his feelings change? What evidence from the story supports your answer? P. 53 -56

-How does seeing the Chao family’s shrine room help Rendi understand Peiyi better?

                                                      Chapter 11

-Why was Rendi surprised by Madame Chang?  P. 61

-What was the deal Madame Chang made with Rendi? Do you think he will follow through? Why or Why not? p. 63

-In “The Story of the Old Sage,” Tiwu is taught a valuable lesson. What lesson does he learn? Why does Madame Chang tell this story?

                                                   Chapter 12

-Describe what happened to Rendi at the well. P. 73

-How are Rendi’s actions and appearance similar to his father’s? How does this make Rendi feel? Use text evidence to support your response. P. 73-74
-How did Madame Chang’s appearance help Rendi with the situation? P. 56

3) Work on Daily Journal for Ch 10-12

4) HW: Read Ch 13

5) HW: Daily Journal for Ch 13
	Vocabulary:/Spelling: 

Pendulums, frequent, sentiment, convey, virtuous, Captive, translucent, plaintive, mesmerized, intricately, profusely, whim, revulsion

1) Students will create com-phone for each word and include synonym, sentence,  and picture

2) Curvy Word Search 3 Different levels of difficulty

Cell Words:

1) vis-“to see” (vision, evidence) Latin

2) vid- “see” (video, evidence, provide, providence) Latin

3) jur-/juris- “judge, oath, law” (jury, jurisdiction) Latin

4) –log/-logue “word” ( prologue, apology, dialogue, eulogy, monologue) Greek

5) path- “feeling, suffering, disease ” (apathetic, pathology) Greek
SW write 5 examples for each, 5 pictures, and 5 definitions 
DI Low: Students will be given one example and definition

	Writing  and Grammar

	Blog/Discuss

How does Rendi feel about the toad  at first? How do his feelings change? What  evidence from the story supports your  answer?

In “The Story of the Old Sage,” Tiwu is  taught a valuable lesson. What lesson does  he learn? Why does Madame Chang tell  this story?

Mental Images

Draw and color a scene from each chapter and write a sentence describing that scene



	Day 6: Ch 13-15

	Comprehension 
	Word Knowledge 

	SRS Chapters 13-15
1) Read Chapters 13-15 in partner, individual or with audio on tablet/as class
2) Stop to check for understanding with guided reading questions:
                                          Chapter 13

-Why did Rendi avoid looking at Madame Chang? P. 76-77

-What are two reasons the magistrate is called “Magistrate Tiger?” p. 78-79

-How did the magistrate’s children feel when they were throwing the rice in the air while their father played the qin? P. 81

-In Rendi’s “Story of the Jumping Fish,” how does Magistrate Tiger trick Duke Zhe?

                                        Chapter 14

-Why did Madame Chang have sadness in her eyes? P.87
-How did Madame Chang teach them to make light without wasting oil? P. 88

-What did the whole town end up doing together in the night? P. 89-90

-What could Rendi hear that others couldn't? Why? P. 92

                                      Chapter 15

-How did Mr. Shan interact with the toad? Why did he call it “Rabbit?” p. 95

-Why did the Queen Mother of the Heavens give the pill of immortality to WangYi? P. 97

-How did WangYi change after he was given the pill of immortality? P. 98

-What did WangYi's wife do with the pill when she found it? P. 100
-What happened to WangYi's wife when she swallowed the pill of immortality? P. 100-101

-Who is the moon lady? What can she do? P 102-103

3) Work on Daily Journal for Ch 14-15

4) Study for Quiz on Chapters 9-15
	Spelling/ Vocabulary: 
 Pendulums, frequent, sentiment, convey, virtuous, Captive, translucent, plaintive, mesmerized, intricately, profusely, whim, revulsion
1) Students will create com-phone for each word and include synonym, sentence,  and picture

2) Crossword  3 Different levels of difficulty

Cell Words:

Review Cell Words continue

1) vis-“to see” (vision, evidence) Latin

2) vid- “see” (video, evidence, provide, providence) Latin

3) jur-/juris- “judge, oath, law” (jury, jurisdiction) Latin

4) –log/-logue “word” ( prologue, apology, dialogue, eulogy, monologue) Greek

5) path- “feeling, suffering, disease ” (apathetic, pathology) Greek

· SW write 5 examples for each, 5 pictures, and 5 definitions 
DI Low: Students will be given one example and definition

	 Writing  and Grammar

	Blog/Discuss

In “The Story of WangYi’s Wife,” what happened to WangYi as the years passed?  Why do you think this happened to him? What happened to WangYi’s wife? How did swallowing the pill change her? In what ways did she remain the same?
Mental Images

Draw and color a scene from each chapter and write a sentence describing that scene



	Day 7: Quiz/ Project

	Comprehension 
	Word Knowledge 

	SRS Chapters 9-15 Quiz and Project
1) Complete Chapters 9-15 Quiz including Vocabulary
2) Half-Moon Well: A Math Activity
Some might say that math is also hard work or a chore, but others would tell you that math is an intriguing puzzle embedded in everything we do. Puzzle out how hard Rendi worked as a chore boy to lose those “tofu” hands.
A) http://www.gracelin.com/media/press/srots_activity_math.pdf 
3) Read Ch 16 for HW 

4) Complete Daily Journal for HW on Ch 16
	Spelling/ Vocabulary: 
 Pendulums, frequent, sentiment, convey, virtuous, Captive, translucent, plaintive, mesmerized, intricately, profusely, whim, revulsion
1) Quiz on Chapters 9-15 words
2) Spelling Test on Ch 9-15 Words
3) Introduce Vocabulary/Spelling  words for chapters 16-22
4) Write each word 3x each 
Cell Words:

Quiz on Cell Words
1) vis-“to see” (vision, evidence) Latin

2) vid- “see” (video, evidence, provide, providence) Latin

3) jur-/juris- “judge, oath, law” (jury, jurisdiction) Latin

4) –log/-logue “word” ( prologue, apology, dialogue, eulogy, monologue) Greek

5) path- “feeling, suffering, disease ” (apathetic, pathology) Greek

SW write 5 examples for each, 5 pictures, and 5 definitions 
DI Low: Students will be given one example and definition

	 Writing  and Grammar

	Blog/Discuss

How do you like the book so far? Why or why not?
Mental Images

Draw and color a scene from each chapter and write a sentence describing that scene



